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forbidden foods too well, he did not care to become one of the
high gods and preferred to remain a servant, so that he could
eat and drink all he wanted. In exchange for his renunciation,
he was given the power always to come out victorious over his
enemies. Because of his exorcizing powers, Twalen can purify
the country of evil. He probably represents the old Indonesian
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magician who vanquishes evil monsters, and his role was adapted
to assist the prince against the forces that stood in the way of
his spiritual improvement. With its elaborate magic, religious
significance, its undiminished popularity, and as the probable
ancestor of the Balinese theatre, the wayang remains the most
important form of Balinese entertainment.

THE CLASSIC DRAMA

KINGS   AND   WARRIORS

Conservative Balinese, fond of the classic literature in the fine
old language, like to watch archaic dramas with long dia-
logues in Kawi and with a great deal of singing. There are vari-